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Ben Dylan Aaronovitch (born 22 February 1964) is an English author and screenwriter. He is the author of
the series of novels Rivers of London. He also wrote two Doctor Who serials in the late 1980s and spin-off
novels from Doctor Who and Blake's 7.
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The Rivers of London series (alternatively, the Peter Grant or the PC Grant series) is a series of urban fantasy
novels by English author Ben Aaronovitch, and comics/graphic novels by Aaronovitch and Andrew Cartmel,
illustrated by Lee Sullivan.
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A weed isaplant considered undesirable in a particul ar situation, growing where it conflicts with human
preferences, needs, or goals. Plants with characteristics that make them hazardous, aesthetically unappealing,
difficult to control in managed environments, or otherwise unwanted in farm land, orchards, gardens, lawns,
parks, recreational spaces, residential and industrial areas, may all be considered weeds. The concept of
weeds is particularly significant in agriculture, where the presence of weeds in fields used to grow crops may
cause major lossesin yields. Invasive species, plants introduced to an environment where their presence
negatively impacts the overall functioning and biodiversity of the ecosystem, may also sometimes be
considered weeds.

Taxonomically, the term "weed" has no botanical significance, because a plant that is a weed in one context,
is not aweed when growing in a situation where it is wanted. Some plants that are widely regarded as weeds
are intentionally grown in gardens and other cultivated settings. For this reason, some plants are sometimes
called beneficial weeds. Similarly, volunteer plants from a previous crop are regarded as weeds when
growing in a subsequent crop. Thus, alternative nomenclature for the same plants might be hardy pioneers,
cosmopolitan species, volunteers, "spontaneous urban vegetation,” etc.

Although whether a plant is a weed depends on context, plants commonly defined as weeds broadly share
biological characteristics that allow them to thrive in disturbed environments and to be particularly difficult
to destroy or eradicate. In particular, weeds are adapted to thrive under human management in the same way
asintentionally grown plants. Since the origins of agriculture on Earth, agricultural weeds have co-evolved
with human crops and agricultural systems, and some have been domesticated into crops themselves after
their fitness in agricultural settings became apparent.

More broadly, the term "weed" is occasionally applied pegjoratively to species outside the plant kingdom,
species that can survive in diverse environments and reproduce quickly; in this sense it has even been applied
to humans.



Weed control isimportant in agriculture and horticulture. Methods include hand cultivation with hoes,
powered cultivation with cultivators, smothering with mulch or soil solarization, lethal wilting with high
heat, burning, or chemical attack with herbicides and cultural methods such as crop rotation and fallowing
land to reduce the weed population.
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Water resources are natural resources of water that are potentially useful for humans, for example as a source
of drinking water supply or irrigation water. These resources can be either freshwater from natural sources, or
water produced artificially from other sources, such as from reclaimed water (wastewater) or desalinated
water (seawater). 97% of the water on Earth is salt water and only three percent is fresh water; slightly over
two-thirds of thisisfrozen in glaciers and polar ice caps. The remaining unfrozen freshwater is found mainly
as groundwater, with only a small fraction present above ground or in the air. Natural sources of fresh water
include frozen water, groundwater, surface water, and under river flow. People use water resources for
agricultural, household, and industrial activities.

Water resources are under threat from multiple issues. There is water scarcity, water pollution, water conflict
and climate change. Fresh water isin principle a renewable resource. However, the world's supply of
groundwater is steadily decreasing. Groundwater depletion (or overdrafting) is occurring for examplein
Asia, South America and North America.
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Pontederia cordata, common name pickerelweed (USA) or pickerel weed (UK), is a monocotyledonous
aquatic plant native to the Americas. It grows in avariety of wetlands, including pond and lake margins
across an extremely large range from eastern Canada south to Argentina. A few examples include northern
rivers, the Everglades and Louisiana.
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Herbicides (US: , UK: ), also commonly known as weed killers, are substances used to control undesired
plants, also known as weeds. Selective herbicides control specific weed species while leaving the desired
crop relatively unharmed, while non-selective herbicides (sometimes called "total weed killers") kill plants
indiscriminately. The combined effects of herbicides, nitrogen fertilizer, and improved cultivars has
increased yields (per acre) of major crops by three to six times from 1900 to 2000.

In the United States in 2012, about 91% of all herbicide usage was, determined by weight, applied in
agriculture. In 2012, world pesticide expenditures totaled nearly US$24.7 billion; herbicides were about 44%
of those sales and constituted the biggest portion, followed by insecticides, fungicides, and fumigants.
Herbicide is also used in forestry, where certain formulations have been found to suppress hardwood varieties
in favor of conifers after clearcutting, as well as pasture systems.
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The Cut-off Channel is a man-made waterway which runs along the eastern edge of the Fensin Norfolk and
Suffolk, England. It was constructed in the 1950s and 1960s as part of flood defence measures, and carries
the headwaters of the River Wissey, River Lark and River Little Ousein times of flood, delivering them to
Denver Sluice on the River Great Ouse. In the summer months, it is aso used as part of awater supply
scheme for drinking water in Essex.

The scheme was first suggested by the drainage engineer Cornelius Vermuyden in 1639, but was not pursued
at the time, probably because of the cost. It was again suggested by John Rennie in 1810, but again the cost
was prohibitive. Flooding eventsin 1937 and 1939 caused the newly formed Great Ouse Catchment Board to
resurrect the plan, and disastrous floods in 1947 resulted in construction starting in 1954, as part of a bigger
scheme to address the issues faced by communities living near to the Great Ouse. in 1968, water companies
in Essex developed a plan to transfer drinking water from the Great Ouse to reservoirs at Abberton and
Hanningfield. The scheme was completed in 1971, and resultsin water flowing in the reverse direction along
the Cut-off Channel, from Denver to an intake at Blackdyke, from where tunnels, pipelines and rivers convey
it to Essex.

Over its 28-mile (45 km) length, the channel passes through a variety of soil types, and this provides several
types of habitat. Surveysin 1997 and 1998 revealed that the depressed river mussel had colonised the
waterway. In order to meet the requirements of the Water Framework Directive, a syphon fish pass was
constructed between the Channel and the River Wissey in 2013, to prevent fish becoming trapped in the
Channel, with no access to suitable habitat or other waterways.
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The Kasal River (Swahili: Mto Kasai, French: Kasal [ka.sa.i]; called Cassai in Angola) is aleft bank tributary
of the Congo River, located in Central Africa. Theriver beginsin central Angola and flows to the east until it
reaches the border between Angola and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where it turns north and
serves as the border until it flows into the DRC. From Ilebo, between the confluences with Luluariver and
Sankuru river, the Kasai river turnsto awesterly direction. The lower stretch of the river, from the
confluence with Fimi river until it joins the Congo at Kwamouth northeast of Kinshasa, is also known as the
Kwa(h) River.

The Kasai basin consists mainly of equatorial rainforest areas, which provide an agricultural land in aregion
noted for itsinfertile, sandy soil. It isatributary of Congo river and diamonds are found in it. Around 60% of
diamonds in Belgium go from Kasai river for cutting and shaping.
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The 1,576 kilometres (979 mi) long Kafue River is the longest river lying wholly within Zambia. Its water is
used for irrigation and for generating hydroel ectric power. It isthe largest tributary of the Zambezi, and of
Zambia's principal rivers, it isthe most central and the most urban. More than 50% of Zambia's population
livein the Kafue River Basin and of these around 65% are urban.

It has a mean flow rate of 320 cubic metres per second (11,000 cu ft/s) through its lower half, with high
seasonal variations. The river discharges 10 cubic kilometres (2.4 cu mi) per year into the Zambezi River.
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Manatees (, family Trichechidae, genus Trichechus) are large, fully aguatic, mostly herbivorous marine
mammal's sometimes known as sea cows. There are three accepted living species of Trichechidae,
representing three of the four living speciesin the order Sirenia the Amazonian manatee (Trichechus
inunguis), the West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus), and the West African manatee (Trichechus
senegaensis). They measure up to 4.0 metres (13 ft 1 in) long, weigh as much as 590 kilograms (1,300 Ib),
and have paddle-like tails.

Manatees are herbivores and eat over 60 different freshwater and saltwater plants. Manatees inhabit the
shallow, marshy coastal areas and rivers of the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico, the Amazon basin, and
West Africa

The main causes of death for manatees are human-related issues, such as habitat destruction and human
objects. Their slow-moving, curious nature has led to violent collisions with propeller-driven boats and ships.
Some manatees have been found with over 50 scars on them from propeller blades. Natural causes of death
include adverse temperatures, predation by crocodiles on young, and disease.
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